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Corps rebuts inaccuracies in dally newquper ’s N!'-'SS reporl-

by Terry Duffy

Works sxte contmue B

!mwwhn-?erter $entmel

. The latest comes from apparent -

Controversies surrounding news inaccuracies contained in a Sunday,
on the Lake Ontario Ordnance July 19, Buffalo News report on
the topic of radioactive leakage at

the Nlagara Falls Storage Site com-
plex. The report raised: questions

mvolvmg the potential leakage of side of the 191-acre NFSS.

uranium into groundwater in areas

Suturdqty,‘Julx 25 2009... ..

adjacent to the Interim Waste Con-
tainment Structure on the western
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As covered in great detail in past
Sentinel issues, the IWCS has been
_and remains a major concern for the
community and also the U.S, Army

Corps of Engineers, government

overseers of NFSS facility and much
of the former LOOW site operations.

TWCS was the toplc of a lengthy June .

24 Corps session (July 3; Sentinel)

where a large contingent of Corps

reps from the Buffalo District. dis-
cussed future plans for the contain-
.ment cell.

"Problem was, despite: the signifi-
cant news on the TWCS:status, the
potential for radiation leakage and
future plans that came from that ses-
sion, it was also one of the poorest

attended in recent memory Whlle'

it did include members of the area’s
currently independent LOOW Res-
toration Advisory Board, the session
saw no political representation what-
soever, very limited attendance by
area residents, and no media atten-
dance other than the Sentinel.

So inaccuracies over what was ac-
tually discussed that evemng would
tend to follow:

This: past week, in its “Beyond
the Headlines ... The Corps Story,”

found on the Corps Web site address:

www.irb.usace.army.mil/derpfuds/
loow-nfss/headlines-2009:07-20-htm
the Corps reviewed the News report
and rebutted the inaccuracies with its
own accounts from the session, some

“of WhICh ‘were reported in the Sentl-

nel back on  July 3, and othefs found
in much greater detail in its own 8’7—
page PDF link from the June 24 ses—
sion.

In a nutshell, the Corps restated its

understandmg's of the IWCS contami-
.nations that were outlined June 24,

from its earlier Remedial Investiga-

tion Report, and discussed questions .
posed in the News article over sam-

pling procedures. It then reiterated
its stance that the INCS in its current
state was consxdered safe. .

- Regarding questions over sampling
for radioactive contaminants, which
would invelve actually disturbing the

_integrity of the:IWCS as it exists, the

Corps stressed at this time it was not

in-favor of doing it "Fhe valie of the
information to' be: gained from these’
samples and measurements, at this
stage of the project; was not worth
the potential risks tothe health and
safety of our workforce and the ptiblic,

and the potential increase in the miti-.

gation of confaminants,” ‘the - Corps-
stated. It added that should that op-
tion come to be from its planned eval-

uations of the TWCS;-a reniedy t6"be

identified in a forthcoming “Record of
Decision” from its pending work, “the

- Corps is open to colléction of samples

from the IWCS.”
Regarding concerns raised over
seepage of radioactive contaminants

.inté-the groundwater, issues outlined
by the Sentinel and by the News, the + link found ¢ on

"*Corps responded "The environmen-
.tal surveillance ﬂlat is routmely con-

ducted‘at NFSS* ihdicates there is no

:'mcrease in uranitm levels measured

in the groundwater that would indi-
cate that the IWCS is leaking.”

Its: response concluded . Find-
ings ‘indicate the IWCS life; or ‘time
when the cell is predicted to begin

Ifleakmg into: the- groundwater to be

160 years ‘The Corps-is committed

‘to’ ensuring the protectiveness - of

the IWCS by means of maintenance

“and monitoring until a final decision

regarding - the long- term remedy is
lected.”

se -
- ‘For.: furthi _mformahom on. the
June 24 oad"«"the.:'PBF

rbs Web; site.”
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